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Parkland School Division 
 

Our Vision:  
Our students possess the confidence, resilience, insight and skills required to thrive in, and positively 

impact, the world.   
 

Our Mission: 
We assure supportive learning environments, meaningful experiences and healthy relationships that 
create opportunities to develop resilience, to gain diversity in perspectives and to achieve enduring 

success. 
 

Our Ultimate Goal:  
Student Success and Well-being 

 
Our Values: 

● Learning opportunities that are purposeful, essential, 
relevant, authentic and responsive; 

● Excellence in achievement; 
● Trustworthy, respectful relationships; and, 
● Resilience and self-awareness 
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Message From The Principal 

The staff of Muir Lake School accepts responsibility for providing an appropriate education for our 
students within the laws, regulations, policies and guidelines of Alberta Education and Parkland School 
Division.  Working with Alberta Education, the School Division, and the school community, the staff 
accepts this Annual Education Results Report. 

The School Education Plan will support, complement and supplement the District's Education Plan and 
Alberta Education Goals.  Through this collaborative planning the staff gives a commitment to achieving 
the goals of Parkland School Division. The school will have goals aligned with the division's goal.  
Additionally, an analysis of the achievement test data has been added. 

The school community of Muir lake has many successes that should be celebrated. The students are 
socially very well adjusted. According to the latest set of PAT results, the hard work of the school 
community leads to academically high achieving students. 

 
 

School Profile 

 
 

Grades Taught K-9 

As of September 2024, there are 539  students from kindergarten to grade 9 with an additional 22 
students that attend Nature Enrichment.  At Muir Lake School, “every child learns, every child 
succeeds” is the cornerstone of our philosophy of education. As part of Parkland School Division, we 
assure supportive learning environments, meaningful experiences and healthy relationships that create 
opportunities to develop resilience, to gain diversity in perspectives, and to achieve enduring success. 
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School Context 

 
Trustee:    Dr. Lorraine Stewart 
School Council Chair:   Tori Pudde 
School Size:    539(another 22 in Nature K) 
School Address:   Mail Bag 500 53422 SH 779, Stony Plain, AB T7Z 1Y5 
 
♦ The social economic profile would be best described as diverse.  Many of our families are 

bussed or driven to the school and would be considered generally intact, upper 
middle-income families.  Currently, there are twelve buses that provide transportation for 
many of the students. 

♦ The students' general ability reflects the diverse family backgrounds we serve.  To assist 
students in meeting their needs, we provide small group literacy and numeracy assistance, 
and counseling services. Students who require extra intervention are on Individual 
Educational Plans.   
 
The School Council and Foundation meet once a month and is an advisory council that 
assists in providing direction for school programs.  Parents are an important part of Muir 
Lake School's learning environment. 
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Development Plan Summary  

 

 
Development Plan Measures:  

● Targeted Instruction: The numeracy and literacy goals of the school both included targeted 
instruction through the use of data-informed instruction that aligned with student needs. In both 
areas, there was either maintenance or improvement as illustrated in the numeracy and literacy 
results below.  

● Inclusion and Diversity: As per the Assurance Survey, Muir Lake saw an increase in parent 
involvement at the school. Parent involvement occurs with the Hot Lunch Program, Breakfast 
Program, School Council, and a variety of other volunteer positions. We are specifically 
targeting the School Council as a place for family voices to play a role in informing school 
decisions. The school is continuing to work with the School Council Chair and members on 
marketing strategies including the increased use of Social Media to reach our target audience.  

● Land Based Learning: Teachers have been consistently enrolling in professional development 
around the incorporation of land based learning at Muir Lake, and weather permitting, classes 
can be seen outdoors, on school grounds participating in everything from math, to literacy and 
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science, and even music lessons. Our Nature Kindergarten program continues to flourish, 
earning recognition as a robust and highly sought-after learning experience within our school 
division. With full enrollment and a growing waitlist, the program is a testament to its positive 
impact on young learners, and students entering grade 1 on par with their peers in regards to 
academics.   

 

Some Unique Features of Our School 

 
Unique Features of Our School  

 
● Active, involved School Council 
● Muir Lake Community School Foundation 
● Strong parent involvement in many different settings 
● Focused academic learning environment 
● Diverse complementary course program in Grades 7-9 
● 400-meter rubberized running track 
● Brand new playground 
● Middle years teams in sports such as volleyball, basketball, badminton and track and 

field. 
● Playground and Grounds Development Support staff involved in whole school projects 
● Music program K-6 
● Home to Parkland School Division's Nature-Based Kindergarten and Nature Enrichment 

programs 
● Weekly Smudge gathering in school 
● Shared Band program initiative with Parkland Jr. High Band at High Park School 

 
Core French is offered to all Grade 4-6 students.  A focus of the school has been the integration of 
technology.  Each student has access to either a chromebook or IPad. Many students bring their own 
devices.  Every room also has a sound system and adjustable light system so that students are able to 
hear and see the teachers’ instructions better. A strong focus on student centered learning has 
resulted in many hands-on learning activities in the core subjects.  
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PAT Results 2024 

 
The 2024 PAT data demonstrates that students at Muir Lake School perform well academically.  

Grade 6  

In Social Studies, our students performed higher than the provincial average with 83.6 % achieving 
the acceptable standard and 27.9 % achieving the standard of excellence. 

In Science, our students performed higher than the provincial average with 83.6 % achieving the 
acceptable standard and 39.3 % achieving the standard of excellence. 

Grade 9 

In Language Arts, our students performed higher than the provincial average with 71.4 % achieving 
the acceptable standard. 

In Math our, our students performed higher than the provincial average with 57.1 % achieving the 
acceptable standard and 19.0 % achieving the standard of excellence. 

In Science, our students performed higher than the provincial average with 76.2 % achieving the 
acceptable standard and 26.2 % achieving the standard of excellence. 

In Social, our students performed higher than the provincial average with 73.8 % achieving the 
acceptable standard.  
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Grade 6 PAT Results 
 

Performance Measures  

Subject 
Current 
Result 

Prov 
Avg 

Previous Years 

Above 
or 

Below 
Prov 

 

 

2022 2023 

● Percentages of students in 
Grade 6 who achieved the 
acceptable standard on 

provincial achievement tests. 

LA N/A N/A N/A 96.4 97.7 

Math N/A N/A N/A 100 97.7 

Science 83.6 68.8 + 96.4 95.5 

Social 83.6 68.7 + 89.3 86.4 

● Percentages of students in 
Grade 6 who achieved the 
standard of excellence on 

provincial achievement tests. 

LA N/A N/A N/A 25 25 

Math N/A N/A N/A 28.6 31.8 

Science 39.3 25.6 + 53.6 43.2 

Social 27.9 20.4 + 25 31.8 
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Grade 9 PAT Results 
 

Performance Measures 

Subject 
Current 
Result 

Prov 
Avg 

Above 
or 

Below 
Prov 

Previous Years 

2022 2023 

● Percentages of students in 
Grade 9 who achieved the 
acceptable standard on 

provincial achievement tests. 

LA 71.4 69.6 + 85.7 85.7 

Math 57.1 51.6 + 65.7 68.6 

Science 76.2 66.8 + 88.6 85.7 

Social 73.8 60.0 + 68.6 57.1 

● Percentages of students in 
Grade 9 who achieved the 
standard of excellence on 

provincial achievement tests. 

LA 4.8 11.8 - 5.7 14.3 

Math 19.0 13.7 + 25.7 14.3 

Science 26.2 20.9 + 22.9 17.1 

Social 11.9 15.9 
 

- 17.1 11.4 
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Literacy and Numeracy Results - Grade 1-3 

 
Literacy - The literacy strategies for grades 1-3 focused on targeted instruction to build essential 
reading and writing skills. Key goals included implementing phonemic awareness, phonics, and 
comprehension strategies, with an emphasis on identifying when to teach whole-group versus 
small-group lessons. Additionally, a consistent approach to writing development was implemented 
through mini writing lessons using anchor books, structured writing sequences, and clear writing goals. 
Writing conferences and phonics/word study, including the UFLI framework, further personalized the 
learning process. The year-end data indicates consistent improvement in students' reading levels from 
Grade 1 to Grade 3 through the use of focused, data-informed instruction aligned with student needs. 
Targeted and consistent supports have contributed to steady progress, with students demonstrating 
growth in literacy outcomes year over year. 
 
Legend: Red - below grade level, Yellow - at the satisfactory level, Green - at the competent level, Blue 
- at the excellent level.  
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Numeracy Results  - The numeracy goals and strategies outlined in the numeracy plan for 2023-2024 
focused on strengthening foundational mathematical understanding through targeted, small-group 
instruction aligned with learning trajectories. The primary goal was to deepen students’ comprehension 
of essential mathematical processes - such as subitization, counting, comparing, addition/subtraction, 
multiplication/division, and patterns - by carefully designing, selecting, and implementing activities. 
Other strategies included use of the Early Years Interview as a diagnostic tool to ensure programming 
addressed individual gaps. These strategies directly contribute to the improvements and maintenance 
in grades 1-3 numeracy by building a strong foundation in essential mathematical concepts. 
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Assurance Measure - Highlights 

 
The school Assurance Measures Survey highlights that citizenship, teaching and learning are perceived 
as ‘positive’ by our stakeholders. The level of parental involvement has increased within school, and 
overall, stakeholders view Muir Lake School positively.   
 
 
Education Quality 
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Muir Lake Community School continues to stand as a cornerstone of the community, attracting families 
to the catchment area and fostering a thriving educational environment. The school’s student population 
growth over the past four years reflects not only the evolving demographics of the region but also the 
exceptional value placed on the education provided here. With strong academic performance on 
provincial achievement exams and maintenance of high scores on assurance surveys, Muir Lake is 
recognized for delivering quality education. Students, parents, and teachers alike affirm that the school 
offers a safe, caring, and supportive environment that equips students with the skills and confidence to 
excel beyond Grade 9. 

 

 


